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Jerry Hilbrich, first recipient of the Hope and
Opportunity Award in November 2008, is retired and
serves as Chair of the Edyth Bush Foundation. In 2008,
Jerry reminded us that life has been good to us all
and it’s time to give back to our community, schools,
churches, organizations. “Catholic Charities is a vital
and valuable community partner that deserves our
support and best efforts on behalf of the poor, hungry,
needy and vulnerable in Central Florida,” Jerry added.
Arne Nelson, President / CEO of Catholic Charities of
Central Florida, remembers Jerry’s selfless work for the
Diocese of Orlando, Catholic Charities and myriad
other community agencies: “One could spout numbers
when describing the retired CFO of the Diocese of
Orlando – 22 years, 3 bishops, thousands of signed
checks, too many meetings, countless hours providing
fiscal management and oversight … but that would
not begin to describe the heart of Jerry Hilbrich, which
is as big and wide as his inviting smile.

The heart of Jerry Hilbrich is what distinguishes him
from others who paved their way in the world of hard
work, intelligence and diligence. Jerry Hilbrich strives
to do more, give more and be more.
Over the years, Jerry has left a heart print on this
community with his service and philanthropy. He
embraces and lives out the mission of Catholic
Charities of Central Florida; that is, through his
stewardship of time, talent and treasure, he has spent
a lifetime providing hope and building opportunity.
Jerry Hilbrich welcomes Joe and Marilyn Sciortino into
the family of Hope and Opportunity honorees and
congratulates the Sciortino Family for the immense
good that they have done over the past 50 years both
in the United States and beyond.

Marilyn and Joseph Sciortino of Daytona Beach have
been honored with the 2009 Hope and Opportunity
Award by Roman Catholic Bishop Thomas G.
Wenski at Catholic Charities’ 5th Annual Starlight
Ball, Saturday, April 10, 2010, the Renaissance
Orlando at SeaWorld. Joseph Sciortino passed away
on February 1, 2009.
This award is the highest honor bestowed by
Catholic Charities of Central Florida and is presented
annually. It honors the best instincts of community
leaders, who generously help the poor and powerless
and attract others to do similarly, according to
Pamela Gilardi of Lake Mary, Chair of the Catholic
Charities Board.
“Joe and Marilyn were married for 45 years,
raised their family and quietly helped increase our
community’s capacity for caring. We honor them as
bright signs of hope and opportunity in this time of
great need and human suffering,” says Arne Nelson,
President & CEO of Catholic Charities.

Members of Epiphany Parish in Port Orange, Joe is a
native of Louisiana and Marilyn of Arkansas. They
retired and moved to Central Florida in 1999 from
South Florida. Joe served as President/CEO of Sysco
Foods of South Florida for 22 years. “They have
a special place in their hearts for the hungry and
homeless,” notes Bishop Wenski, “and their hard
work and support for Epiphany Parish’s Help Center
have allowed its ministry to grow and help many
more of the poor in the South Daytona area.”
“Their contributions to Catholic Charities of Central
Florida and many others
social
service
agencies
in several states over the
years represent an amazing
commitment of time, talent
and treasure in service to
the vulnerable and needy
regardless of their race,
religion and social status,”
adds Arne Nelson.

“Joy is the
infallible
sign of the
presence
of Christ.”
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“Joy is the infallible sign of the presence of Christ,”
says Marilyn Sciortino, who believes that all
individuals, couples and families are capable of
doing much good for others to help them in their
time of need. “When the despair of our neighbors
in distress is replaced by hope because someone
cares and helps, we experience the joy of Christ’s
grace that touches them and those of us, who make
ourselves available to them,” adds Mrs. Sciortino.
“We look back at our lives and how blessed Joe and
I were and realize that we cannot outgive the Lord.”
“Joe Sciortino was a member of our Corporate
Board,” says Arne Nelson, “and is deeply missed
by our board members, staff and our 130,000
neighbors that we help each year. 70% of
Catholic Charities’ assistance each year helps our

“We cannot
outgive the
Lord.”

non-Catholic
sisters
and
brothers.
We
serve as a ministerial
extension
of
the
parishes of our diocese
in their public and
organized outreach to
the poor. Joe and Marilyn worked tirelessly at their
parish (Epiphany, Port Orange) with those in need
and also with their collaborators here at Catholic
Charities. Our communities and church have been
doubly blessed!”
Marilyn and Joe are the proud parents of two
children, Marybeth Bluhm of Oviedo and John
Sciortino of Washington, DC. Marilyn spends as
much time with their six grand children as possible.

